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Although some persons 65 and 
over may receive retirement 
income from a variety of 
sources, their total income may 
still be lower than the 
minimum level guaranteed by 
the Province of Ontario. The 
Guaranteed Annual Income 
System (GAINS) ensures that 
the income of Ontario’s seniors 
does not fall below the 
minimum level. 


You may have some 
questions regarding the 
program such as: 

Am I eligible? 

How do I apply for GAINS? 

How much is the GAINS 


payment? 


This general information guide 
answers your questions. 


What is the Guaranteed . 
ei se Income ue , 


It is amonthly payment to 
Ontario seniors who qualify for 
the program. Through GAINS, 
the Ministry of Finance makes 
up the difference between a 
senior’s income from all sources 
and the minimum level 
guaranteed by the Province. 


Who can receive GAINS 
payments? - 


You are eligible if: 


e you receive the full or partial 
federal Old Age Security 
(OAS) and the federal 
Guaranteed Income 
Supplement (GIS); and 


e you are and have been a 
permanent resident of 
Ontario for the past 12 
months; and 


© your total income from all 
sources is below the level 
guaranteed by the Province. 


If you receive federal benefits 
because of an agreement 
between the Government of 
Canada and your country of 
origin (International 
Agreement) you are not entitled 
to receive GAINS benefits, even 
though you live in Ontario. 


The federal OAS and GIS 
payments increase four times a 
year to reflect changes inthe | 
cost of living. The Province’s 
guaranteed level is now set at 
$83.00 above the combined 
maximum OAS and GIS 
payments. 


How much is e 
payment? — > 


The monthly GAINS payment 
is between $2.50 and $83.00 per 
eligible senior. 


The GAINS payment is based 
on the reported income of an 
individual or the reported 


combined income of a married 
couple. The GAINS payment 
may increase or decrease 
according to any change in 
income or marital status. 


No application is necessary for _ 
GAINS. However, you must 
apply to Health and Welfare 
Canada for the Old Age 
Security (OAS) pension and the 
Guaranteed Income 
Supplement (GIS). If you 
qualify for GIS, your name will 
be passed to the Ministry of 
Finance to determine if you also 
qualify for GAINS. If you 
qualify, a cheque will be mailed 
to you automatically each 
month or, if you choose, the 
payment will be directly 
deposited into the same bank 
account as your Old Age 
Security cheque. 


You must apply every year to 
Health and Welfare Canada to 
renew your Guaranteed Income 
Supplement. This will 
automatically re-establish your 
eligibility for GAINS. 


GIS applications are mailed to 
seniors by Health and Welfare 
Canada in January each year 
and must be returned to Health 
and Welfare Canada by the end 
of March. It is important that 
you complete your application 
accurately so that the correct 
GAINS payment may be made 
to you. 


What Does the GIS have 
in common with GAINS? 


Both the federal GIS and the 
provincial GAINS programs are 
based on your income from all 
sources. 


GIS is a monthly federal benefit 
for seniors in Canada with 
limited income. Your GIS 
entitlement is added to your 
basic Old Age Security pension 
each month. 


GAINS is an additional benefit 
paid to Ontario seniors whose 
income does not meet the 
provincial minimum level. 


What is considered _ 
income? | 


Items considered income for 
federal GIS purposes are also 
considered income for Ontario’s 
GAINS program. The following 
are some of the items that are 
considered income: 


e Canada Pension Plan, 
Quebec Pension Plan or 
private pension payments; 


e foreign pensions; 
e employment earnings; 


e bank, bond, mortgage and 
other interests; 


+ net dividends, net capital 
gains; 


e Unemployment Insurance 
benefits; 


° net rents from property; and 


e Workers’ Compensation 
benefits. 


What is NOT considered 
ncome? | : 


¢ savings and investments; 


¢ possessions (including home 
and property); 


e Ontario Tax Grants or 
Credits; 


e Federal Spouse’s Allowance; 


e Disability, Widow’s or 
Dependant Parent’s Pension 
based on War Service; 


e War Veteran’s Allowance; 
and 


°. provincial government 
property tax rebates e.g., 
farm and managed forest 
rebates. 


payments tt 1 lec 
Ontario? 


GAINS may be paid during 
temporary absences e.g. 
vacation outside Ontario. 
GAINS is discontinued if you 
are out of the province for six 
months or more. 


On your return to Ontario, it 
will be necessary to re-establish 
your eligibility by contacting 
the Ministry of Finance. 


If | move to Ontario 
from another province 
will | automatically =~ 
receive GAINS? - 


If you receive OAS and GIS, 

you must still live in Ontario 
for one full year before you 
become eligible for GAINS. 
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However, if you previously lived 
in Ontario for a total of twenty 
years after the age of eighteen, 
this requirement is not 
necessary. 


An estate is entitled to a 
GAINS cheque issued in the 
month of death. The cheque 
should be returned to the 
Ministry of Finance to be 
reissued to the estate. 


An executor, surviving spouse 
or individual performing the 
duties of an executor should 
contact the Ministry for 
instructions. 


Am | eligible for G 
if Ireceive the F 
Spouse’ CE Allowanc . 


GAINS is a benefit for seniors 
65 years of age and over. 
Persons receiving Spouse’s 
Allowance benefits are between 
60 and 64 and are therefore not 
entitled to GAINS. 


GAINS-D provides benefits to 
Ontario residents under the 
age of 65 who are blind or 
disabled. Contact your local 
district office of the Ministry of 
Community and Social Services 
for information about these 
benefits. 


Benefit rates under both the 
GAINS and GIS programs are 
determined by the information 
you give to Health and Welfare 
Canada. If you have any 
questions on benefit payment 
rates, contact Health and 
Welfare Canada. A re- 
evaluation of your GAINS 
benefits will be based on any 
decisions made by that office. 


If you are not satisfied with a 
decision regarding your GAINS 
entitlement, you may contact 
the Ministry of Finance’s Tax 
Credits and Grants Branch for 
an explanation. If, after 
contacting the Branch, you are 
still not satisfied, you may 
make a formal objection by 
completing a Notice of 
Objection form available from 
the Ministry’s Tax Appeals 


Branch, the Tax Credits and 
Grants Branch, or the nearest 
Ministry of Finance 
Information Centre. The notice 
must be returned to the 
Ministry’s Tax Appeals Branch 
within 90 days from the day the 
Minister’s decision was mailed. 


For information on 
objections contact: 


Tax Appeals Branch 
Ontario Ministry of Finance 
1600 Champlain Avenue 

3rd Floor 

Whitby, Ontario 

LIN 9B2. 


or telephone from anywhere 
in Ontario: 


1-800-263-7965 
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More Information 


[f you have any questions about 
the GAINS program, or would 
like additional copies of this 
suide, call the Ministry’s 
Information Centre free of 
charge from anywhere in 
Ontario. 


e All areas 
1-800-263-7965 


e French language enquiries 
1-800-668-5821 


e Telecommunication device 
for the deaf 
1-800-263-7776 


Or write to: 


Ministry of Finance 
Tax Credits and Grants 
Branch 

P.O. Box 624 

33 King Street West 
Oshawa, Ontario 

L1H 8H8 
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